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Minutes 
 

 Of the Meeting held on Tuesday, 13th of November 2018 at 7.30 pm – at St. Ives Town Hall 
 

Present:  
Margaret Lumb         (ML) : Chairman 

Colin Saunderson (CS) : Fenstanton PC 

Andy Bush   (AB) : Hilton Action on Traffic 

Noel Baker  (NB) : Co-opted Member (WoH  PC rep.) 

Eda McPherson  (EM) : Holywell-cum-Needingworth PC 

Jill Tavener  (JT) : Warboys Speedwatch 

Dave McCandless (DM) : Community Roadwatch 

Tony Hulme  (TH) : Somersham PC  

Owen McLaughlin (OM) : Secretary 

 

 

1. Welcomes & Apologies   
 
Apologies had been received from Sgt. Alice Draper, Margaret King, Jeff Nichols, Peter Smith, Brian 
Burpitt, Lesley Craig 
The chair welcomed  Tony Hulme, who is the new representative for Somersham PC.  

 

2. Minutes - To approve Minutes of the meeting held on 11th September 2018 
 

The meeting approved the minutes of September 11th 2018. 
 
AB proposed, NB seconded . All were in favour. 
 

3. Matters arising from the Minutes 
 

RSC Bank Account Signatories: 

 
CS said that he had not yet been able to contact Jean Chandler to sign the mandate form, but this was not 
surprising since she had only recently lost her husband.  

 

 

 

 



Willow Hall Farm: 

 
The RSC had objected to this application for reservoirs on Haddenham Fen on road safety grounds. If the 
applications succeeds it will mean 90 additional HCV movements per day through Earith and Bluntisham 
for a period of 7 to 8 years. 
An independent report commissioned by CCC to evaluate the need for reservoirs covering 65 acres has 
come out strongly against the proposal saying the size of the lakes is not justified and the proposal is in 
breach of the Cambridgeshire Waste & Minerals plan. 
 
Guided Busway Speeds: 
 
CS said that it appeared that bus speeds played no part in the recent fatality involving a cyclist near the 
busway.  
However, it seems that the very expensive device bought by CCC  to allow them to do their own monitoring 
has still not been used. 
 
OM: To ask CCC for the speeding data they have collected so far. 
 

4. Correspondence 
 

Steve Criswell: 

OM had sent an email to Steve Criswell  as instructed at the last meeting thanking him for his energy and 
persistence in getting the Earith to St. Ives cycleway completed. The cycleway is being used by both 
cyclists and pedestrians. 

 
5. Wheatsheaf Crossroads Progress 
 
OM said that the minutes of the Wheatsheaf Crossroads meeting held on September 25th were circulated 
with the agenda. The meeting was well attended and there was a good discussion about the nature of the 
problem and the possible solutions. People wanting to cross the B1040 are genuinely confused about who 
has priority at the junction (See Diagram 1) and the danger is compounded by the 60mph limit on the main 
road. The speed camera near the junction was installed in 1998 as a direct consequence of several 
fatalities at this spot but it has only been operational in one year out of the last nine years.  The county 
council does have plans to digitize speed cameras in Cambridgeshire but it is not known if this particular 
camera will be included in the digital upgrade which is supposed to commence in April next year. 
 
The meeting looked at a number of options. A roundabout would solve the problem of driver confusion and 
excessive speed and TH reported that when he was a District Councillor in the late 1990’s this had very 
nearly happened. The proposal for a roundabout was second on the county’s priority list for development 
but had been downgraded at the last minute. The speed camera was installed as a temporary measure 
until a roundabout could be built, but it never was. The proposed roundabout would have been offset 
towards St. Ives which would have required the acquisition of some neighbouring land as well as the 
demolition of the house on the corner of Envar site. (ML added that Envar had agreed to demolish this 
building at their own expense if the roundabout goes ahead). Diagram 2 shows the general location.  
 
The biggest obstacle is cost. A price of £500k has been quoted for the roundabout construction itself but 
this would probably increase to a million or so with additional costs. The county has been clear that it does 
not have the money and so other funding sources must be found if the roundabout is to go ahead. TH said 
that Andre Chabot at Cambridgeshire County Council had said other funding sources might be available. 
AB added that Mick George is giving out grants of up to £50k. ML said that Envar had agreed to pay for 
signage. 
 

The option of traffic lights would be cheaper but would still cost at least £300k. Also, some PCs had 
expressed reservations about this solution as it would disrupt the flow of traffic.  



 
TH said that Andre Chabot had suggested an increased staggered junction which he thought was not as 
good as a roundabout but a step in the right direction and it would cost far less. In this scenario the two 
junctions are moved further apart so there is a distance of about 40-50 metres between them.  This should 
reduce the problems  associated with priority.  
 
NB thought that visibility would be a problem with a staggered junction arrangement. Also the traffic on the 
B1040 would not be slowed as it would be by a roundabout. 
 
Other options should also be considered such as a speed reduction on the B1040, the installation of Speed 
Indicating Devices (SIDs) and better signage. Steve Criswell had attempted to get a 40mph limit on the 
B1040 but the police had opposed it.  
 
A combination of measures could be adopted to improve the situation. OM had compiled a table showing 
the main options that had been discussed along with their pros and cons.  
 

 Speed 

Reduction 

Reduces 

driver 

uncertainty 

Traffic Flow Cost 

Roundabout Yes Yes Some reduction £500,000+ 

Traffic Lights Yes Yes Significant reduction £300,000 

Offset Junction No Unknown No change Unknown 

Reduction in 

speed limit 

Yes No Possible reduction <£10000? 

Operational 

Digital Speed 

Camera 

Yes at highest 

speeds 

No No change Paid for by CCC 

 

SIDs Yes No No change £3500 each 

Better Signage No Yes No change £1000 approximately 

(Envar may pay for signage) 

 
A combination of these mitigating measures is possible. 
 
Agreed Actions: 
 
1. Try to arrange a site meeting involving the RSC, Envar, CCC and Derek Crosby 
2. Approach MG to see if funds are available from that source. 
3. Try and get a clearer idea of the cost of the staggered junction option 
4. Speak to CCC regarding their speed camera digitalization programme and previous attempt to get 

40mph limit. 
  
 



  

6. National Accident Statistics 2017  
 
OM said that the 2017 annual report on Road Accident Casualties had been circulated before the meeting. 
The main conclusions of the report were that the casualty statistics were broadly in line with the 2010 - 
2014  average. Fatalities in 2017 showed little change from 2016 although there was a 5% fall in those 
seriously injured. But there was a 5% rise in fatalities among pedestrians and a 9% rise in fatalities among 
motor cyclists. 
 
It is probably no coincidence that the downward trend in casualties, which started in 1998, came to an end 
when the policy of austerity began to have an adverse impact on road safety budgets and police resources. 
The lack of progress in further reducing casualties is very concerning. 
 
Action: OM to write to the police to express the concerns of the RSC at the lack of progress on casualty 
reduction. 

 
7. Sawtry Way Speed Limit 
 
DM reported that the LHI bid for the Sawtry Way speed limit was submitted on July 31st.  Community 
Roadwatch are funding it.  The bid has the support of Wyton-on-the-Hill and the local population but 
Houghton and Wyton PC do not support it. No reason for this has been given. We had only 3 minutes to 
present the bid at Shire Hall. The plan is for a 40mph limit across the whole bid area but this will naturally 
be subject to negotiation.  
 
CS: Is Mick George building houses at the equestrian centre? 
DM: No, the houses are being built on the old photographic site. 
 

 

8. Watching Items 
 

Item 6: Low Road/Harrison Way 
 
The redevelopment of the Vindis site has been removed from the local plan. 

 
 

Item 49: Morrison’s Store: 
 
EM said that there should be no right turn out of the Morrisons store on to the A1123. It is dangerous and 
she had recently witnessed a near miss. 
Action: OM to write to Morrisons expressing our concerns. 
 
Item 51: Needingworth – Meadow Lane Junction 
 
CS will do a survey here. 

    

9. Reports from members 
 

OM: CCC have provided some new KSI road casualty statistics for the first four months of 2018. The 
statistics show a  very dramatic decline compared to the same period in 2017. (2017: 118.  2018:  69). It is 
hard to think of a reason why such a decrease has occurred and it may be just a statistical anomaly. The 
next set of data should show if this is actually the case. The CCC performance indicator relating to KSI 
casualties remains at Red but it could be within 10% of its target if this improvement continues.  

 



EM, Needingworth: Parking round the shop in Needingworth remains a problem. There is also a parking 
issue in Acacia Avenue and Shakespeare Road in St.Ives due to cars parking on pavements. Peter Smith 
had raised this matter before at RSC meetings and it was thought the problem had been resolved.  
(CS: Also a problem in Elm Drive) 
 
Action: OM to email Alice Draper on this subject. 
 
CS, Fenstanton: There was a serious accident on Sunday night in Ramsey Road St. Ives 
 
TH, Somersham:  There is confusion among drivers coming into Pidley. The road narrows to reduce 
speed but priority seems to rely on a first-come first-serve basis. Some cars have hit barriers.  

 
Action: OM to add to Alice Draper email. 
 
JT, Warboys:  Statistics up to November 13th show that 41% of vehicles are speeding in Warboys High 
Street. The highest recorded speed was 64 mph. There is a particular problem with the SPAR junction and 
attempts are being made to get a one-way system. There was also a recent accident at the A141 
roundabout. 
(NB: There is a problem with the foliage on the roundabout and you can’t see what’s coming.) 
 
DM, Roadwatch:  The speeding in Fenton Road Warboys remains a serious problem. In seven sessions 
between April and October 2018  459 vehicles out of 828 outbound were speeding which is 55.4% of the 
total. For inbound vehicles the proportion was 38%. In other villages there is a similar pattern. One vehicle 
in Ramsey St. Marys was recorded doing 101 mph in a 40mph zone. The police are doing nothing about 
serious speeding incidents that are reported by residents.  The police website advises people to report anti-
social and dangerous driving but the only action taken is to ‘refer it to Speedwatch’.  
The effectiveness of SIDs has been called into question with the claim that an initial impact soon wears off. 
But we now have 3 years of data to analyse and where they are installed speeding rates have not reverted 
to previous levels. Dorset County Council have also proved that SIDs remain effective over time.  
Loggers and SIDs are still available for parishes to use. 
Community Roadwatch are working with Cambridge University to develop a SID that will also record 
registration numbers. 
 
NB: Does Roadwatch report individual drivers? 
DM: No, but we do report speeding commercial vehicles  to companies when they can be identified.  
 
AB, Hilton HAT: Complaints about speeding get bounced around. They can’t take video evidence despite 
claiming to do so. However, Hilton has received good support from the police with regard to speeding and 
the enforcement of the nighttime weight limit. They have had 15 hours of police resource and tickets have 
been issued. The camera van has also been out three times. 
An LHI bid has been submitted for a SID. They have also written to CCC to complain about poor signage. 

 

10.  Items for Further Consideration 
 

TM:  What are the rules regarding mirrors on driveways? 
ML:  You will need planning permission to install one. 

 
 

11. Next 3 RSC Meeting Dates 
 

 
Tuesday   January 8th 2019 
Tuesday  March 12th 2019 
Tuesday  May 14th 2019 



Diagram1 – Wheatsheaf Junction 

 
 



 

Diagram 2 – Approximate Position of Roundabout 
 



 



 

 


